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Classroom Connections:

1. Social Studies: Who are the “Official Persons” Carlos refers to? Why does he want to be paid off the books at his job? What does “off the books” mean? 

2. Social Studies: How many people know the truth about Michael’s father? Are there any laws these people are breaking by keeping the secret? Are Michael and Carlos breaking laws? 

3. Social Studies: How does Michael’s age come to be questioned? Does race have anything to do with the allegations that he’s older than he says he is?

4. Social Studies: Why doesn’t Michael have the paperwork he needs?  How important are documents like birth certificates in the lives of people in his community? 

5. Social Studies: How does Carlos begin to make money after he gets laid off? What dangers or risks are associated with the job he takes? 

6. Social Studies: Why can’t Mrs. Cora adopt Carlos and Michael? Why are Carlos and Michael so afraid of social workers and family services? 

7. Social Studies: Why is Yankee Stadium described as being “worlds away”, even though it is less than 100 yards from Michael’s home?

Discussion Questions

Divide the class into groups and have each group present an answer to one of the following questions:

1. Is Michael the only child in the Bronx that gets nervous around authority figures, or when he has to answer prodding questions? Why not? Contrast Michael’s suspicion of local authority with the suspicion shown by other people in his neighborhood. 

2. Why is Carlos so afraid of Michael entering “the spotlight”? Do Carlos and Michael’s plans interfere with Michael’s chances of becoming successful in baseball? Is there anything else that interferes with Michael’s chance at success?

3. Who is El Grande and what does he represent to Michael and Carlos? Is the real El Grande anything like the El Grande they envision?

4. Do the other people in Michael’s neighborhood and on his Little League team suspect the truth about Michael and Carlos? How can you tell?

5. Why doesn’t Justin from Westchester get called out of the game after he throws the ball at Michael’s head? Would Michael have also avoided consequences for the same lack of sportsmanship? Why or why not?

6. The character of Michael is partially based on Danny Almonte, a Dominican Little League player from the Bronx who was discovered to have been two years older than his parents claimed he was. Research the Almonte case and compare it to Michael’s story. What do the two stories have in common? What do these stories say about immigration? What do they say about children that end up in “the spotlight”? 

Websites

New York Times Book Review
1. http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/04/books/review/04rubin.html
New York Times book review of Heat. 

Chapter Excerpt
2.http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/04/17/earlyshow/leisure/books/main1504566.shtml
Excerpt from the first chapter of Heat. 

Common Sense Media
3. http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/Heat.html
A review of Heat by Common Sense Media, a nonpartisan group that rates the content of children’s literature. 

TeenReads.com
4. http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/0399243011.asp
Review of Heat on the website Teenreads.com. 

The Danny Alamonte Case
5.http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/a/danny_almonte/index.html
Index of articles on Danny Almonte, whom the story in Heat is based on, from the New York Times. 

